
Elementary COMPULSORY Judging Criteria (Revised 9-2-15) 
Items in yellow are revisions/changes.      Items in blue are important reminders only. 

 

The judging guide for the ECISD Elementary Boys compulsory program will be the 2013-16 USA-Gymnastics 

Men's Junior Olympic Program document with modifications as listed below. 

 

All routines including vault have a start value of 10.0 

THERE IS NO GENERAL PERFORMANCE BONUS or VIRTUOSITY Points 

 

Routine Errors and Deductions 
 

o Missing part - 1.00 or 2.00 (see document for specific events, ie. highbar) 
o Non-recognized part - 0.3 (plus all accrued execution errors) 
o Added Part or substituted part - .50 
o Routine composition error - .50 (to be taken once per routine in addition to any execution errors.) 
o Extra Swing - .20 for ½ swing and -.30 for a full swing 
o Small Error = 0.1 
o Medium Error = 0.2 
o Large Error = 0.3 
o Fall = 0.5 
o ½ Empty swing -.2 
o Full empty swing -.3 
o May use deductions of 0.05 to differentiate 
o Spotting :  

 If the spotter assist in the execution of the skill, 0.5 for the spot and any execution errors 
 The judge has the discretion to not recognize the skill if, in his opinion, the gymnast could not have 

completed the skill on his own. This would be worth the value of the skill 1.0 or 2.0. 
 An accidental brush between gymnast and spotter during the routine, without interrupting the skill, no 

deduction. 
 A coach may not spot an athlete from a surface which is higher than the allowable competition 

surface (ie. Cannot use extra mats or spotting block to spot). The judge will not allow the athlete to 
compete if this rule is violated. 

o Talking to the gymnast during the routine - 0.5 taken once per routine. 
o If gymnast falls off the apparatus, he has 30 sec to remount. The gymnast may re-chalk. There is no 

deduction for a coach to talk to his gymnast during the 30 sec. 
o Springboards used inside the uprights of the parallel bars must be removed as soon as the mount is 

completed. Violation of this rule 0.3 automatic deduction without warning from the judge. 
o Unsportmanlike violation: coaches and athletes may not approach judges in an abusive or disrespectful 

manner. Meet disqualification for the gymnast and 1.0 pt from team score if coach is involved. Warning by 
meet director and notification to athletic director. A coach may not approach the judge to inquire about 
deductions or score. No discussion should occur of any type between coach and the judge(s). 

 
1 - If a part is partially completed [more than 50%] it should receive credit and the appropriate execution deductions 
should be taken. 
 
2 - All holds are two second holds unless otherwise noted. Holds held for less than one second should receive a 
deduction of -.30. 
 
3 - All landing deductions will be as per THSGCA.  

 .10 for every step during landing from any apparatus 

 .20 for every hop (both feet) during landing 

 .30 for large step during landing 

 .30 if one hand touches the floor during landing 

 .50 if both hands touch the floor during landing 
 
4 - There are no required number of steps in the run prior to a tumbling sequence in the compulsory routines. 
 
5 - Each skill in the compulsory routine is worth 1.00 or 2.00 (See specific routines) 
 
6 - The lowest score given on any routine is a 1.00. 



7 - Horizontal Bar; the athlete’s head should not be at bar height or above bar height when executing the pullover 
mount ( 0.5 deduction).     
 
8 - Vault  (see vaulting page - specific deductions are listed)There are no zero vaults unless the gymnast zero vaults 
twice as defined by the FIG.   
 

 
All deviations from correct performance are considered execution or technical errors and must be evaluated accordingly by the 
judges. The amount of the deduction for small, medium, or large errors is determined by the degree of deviation from the correct 
performance. The same deduction is applied each time for the same severity of bending, whether it be the arms, legs, or the 
body. 
 
The following deductions will apply for each and every discernible aesthetic or technical deviation from the expected 
perfect performance. These deductions must be taken regardless of the difficulty of the element or exercise. 

 
Small Error 0.1 p. 
Medium Error 0.3 p. 
Large Error 0.5 p. 
Fall 0.5 p. 

 
a) Small errors: (deduction = 0.1) 

i. any minor or slight deviation from the perfect end position and from perfect technical execution; 
ii.   any minor adjustments to hand, foot, or body position; 
iii.  any other minor violations against aesthetic and technical 
      performance expectations. 

b) Medium errors: (deduction = 03) 
i. any distinct or significant deviation from the perfect end position and          

from perfect technical execution; 
ii.  any distinct or significant adjustments to hand, foot, or body position; 
iii.  any other distinct or significant violation against aesthetic and technical performance expectations. 

c) Large errors: (deduction = 0.5) 
i.  any major or severe deviation from the perfect end position and from perfect technical execution; 
ii.  any major or severe adjustments to hand, foot, or body position; 
iii.  any full intermediate swing 
iv.  any other major or severe violations against aesthetic and technical performance expectations. 

d) Falls and spotter assistance: (deduction = 0.5) 
i.  any fall onto the apparatus or from the apparatus during any skill  
ii.  any assistance by a spotter that contributes to the completion of an element; 

4.  After a fall on or from the apparatus, the exercise may be continued within 30 seconds and the gymnast may use a 
necessary number of elements or movements to return to his starting position but all of these elements and movements 
must be performed with perfect execution. He is permitted to repeat the missed element for credit, except if the fall 
occurred during a dismount or on a Vault. 

5.  Execution errors such as bent knees, bent arms, bad posture or body position, poor rhythm, poor amplitude, etc. are 
listed in Articles 22.7 to 22.14 and Article 24 and are always deducted according to the degree of error or deviation from 
what is considered perfect performance. 

6.  Execution errors such as bending the arms, legs or body are categorized as follows: 
Small Error: slight bending 
Medium Error: strong bending 
Large Error: extreme bending 

 
All hold elements must be held for a minimum of 2 seconds measured from the moment that a complete stop position has been 

reached. Elements that are held for less than 1 second will receive large deduction.   
2 seconds no deduction 
1 seconds small error (.1) 
less than 1 second medium error (.3) 
< 1 second large error and non-recognition (.5) 

 

 

This document is to help you in your coaching plan. This document does not cover the entirety of the 

FIG or 2013-16 USA-Gymnastics Men's Junior Olympic Program judging criteria. Please contact Coach 

Tony Gonzalez (OHS) or Chris Soto (PHS) if you have any questions. 

 


